
Locum Minister Rev. Nancy Norman 
Email  nancy.norman1@googlemail.com   
Telephone 01721 721699 

Services Sunday 14 March  2021 
 
Kirkurd & Newland Worship - 10am - Mary McElroy (see email for link) 
 
St Andrew's Zoom Worship - 11.30am - Steven Whalley (see email for link) 
 
Carlops Church Zoom Worship - 10am - Rev. Nancy Norman (see email for link) 

FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS 
Sharing of News & Information 
Anything you would like shared should be emailed to  
intimations@standrews-westlinton.org   
by Thursday lunchtime  would be really helpful to allow 
time to collate and distribute it. 

Interim Moderator  Rev. Malcolm Jefferson 
Email  MJefferson@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Telephone 01721 725148 

FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF MELROSE AND PEEBLES TO BROUGHTON, GLENHOLM AND KILBUCHO, SKIRLING, 
TWEEDSMUIR, CARLOPS, KIRKURD AND NEWLANDS AND WEST LINTON: ST ANDREW’S PARISH CHURCHES 
CITATION TO ATTEND MEETING OF PRESBYTERY ON 23 MARCH 2021 BY ZOOM 
TO BE READ TO THE CONGREGATIONS AT MORNING WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS 14 AND 21 MARCH 2021 OR  
OTHERWISE CIRCULATED TO OR MADE KNOWN TO THE CONGREGATIONS BEFORE THE PRESBYTERY MEETING 
ON 23 MARCH 2021. 
At a special meeting of Presbytery to be held on Tuesday 23 March 2021 at 7pm by ZOOM, the Presbytery Plan-
ning Implementation Committee is expected to report that the Basis of Linking of Broughton, Glenholm and  
Kilbucho, Skirling, Tweedsmuir, Carlops, Kirkurd and Newlands and West Linton: St Andrew’s has received  
concurrence from the Presbytery Planning Task Group of the Church of Scotland.   Assuming such concurrence 
has been received, Presbytery will also be invited to set a date from which the linking will take effect.  An appeal 
against a decision of Presbytery to implement the Basis of Linking can only be raised during the Presbytery 
meeting, by a Kirk Session or member of the Presbytery, and only on certain procedural grounds.  
The congregations are hereby cited to attend the above meeting of Presbytery for their own interest. This means 
that any member of one of the congregations may attend the meeting of Presbytery and may speak (but not 
vote) on the proposed Presbytery implementation of the Basis of Linking.  
If you would like to attend, the ZOOM invitation link can be obtained from your Session Clerk or Interim  
Moderator.  It would be helpful if the Session Clerk or Interim Moderator could let the Presbytery Clerk know the 
names of those planning to attend to ensure that the ZOOM system allows admittance to the meeting.  
Rev Victoria Linford Clerk to the Presbytery of Melrose and Peebles 9 March 2021 

WL Congregational Meeting – 21st March 2021 There will be a short, informal 
meeting of the congregation after the Zoom Service on Sunday 21st March. This year we 
are unable to arrange an attended, formal Stated Annual Meeting with present re-
strictions, so this will be an opportunity simply to share the accounts for the year ending 
31st December 2020. We’ll also look back more generally at the year past and touch on 
our expectations for the year to come. 

Kirkurd & Newlands Congregational 
Meeting  - After the service on Sunday 21 
March we will be having a virtual coffee 
session and an informal meeting  
immediately after the service to update 
everyone on the accounts and other  
matters  



A REFLECTION for the third Sunday of Lent    St John 2. 13 – 22  

 
The gospel reading for today is the account of Jesus’ cleansing of the temple, an event of such  
significance that all four evangelists include it in their gospels.    
 
For Matthew, Mark and Luke the event takes place at the end of Jesus’ ministry, and so they include it 
near the end of their gospels – as the last event, the final straw, in the evidence to be used in the case 
against Jesus.  It is this event that would precipitate that crucial (literally, crucial) decision to arrest 
him and to hand him over to die.    
  
But John deals with Jesus’ cleansing of the temple in an entirely different way.  He removes the story 
from its chronological context at the end of Jesus’ ministry and places it squarely at the very beginning.   
It is as if John might be saying:   I’m not being different just to be different, I’m placing this story here 
because I want you to think about it, because it is significant to everything else that follows, and if we 
only look at things chronologically, we are likely to miss the theological importance, which is this:   
who Jesus himself is, the signs that point to who he is, and to what God intends, for the world, 
through him.   
 
Listen, John seems to be saying to his hearers, to his readers, and to us, listen to what is really  
happening. 
And so we listen.  
  
On the surface of the story, we, and the onlookers in the temple that day, and the money changers 
themselves, are utterly astonished at Jesus’ actions, as with a scourge of cords he literally overturns 
their tables of money and goods and sacrificial birds and animals – everything that had become so much 
a part of the functioning of the temple – was driven out and scattered to the winds.  The Jewish  
religious authorities must have felt their very livelihoods were being threatened.  
 
But below the surface of the story, there is a lot more – three things basically, according to biblical 
scholars:   
 
first, it was Passover – that was what had brought Jesus to Jerusalem and into the temple;  and in 
John’s gospel, all of the Passover stories are linked to Jesus’ own Passion, so this is really a story about 
what Jesus’ death and resurrection mean;   
 
secondly, it’s a story of conflicting understandings – the Jews believed that their temple was the place 
where one met with God, and their livelihoods depended upon its continuing.  But when they asked  
Jesus for a sign, to explain his actions on that day when he overturned everything, Jesus did give them 
a sign, but he pointed to himself as the new temple.   ‘Tear down the old temple’ Jesus commanded, 
meaning their temple and its practices, which had become an obstacle, not an aid, to devotion, , ‘and I 
will raise it up in three days’ – meaning himself as the new temple, the new meeting place between 
God and his people.  But the Jewish authorities did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 
And thirdly, in John’s account, Jesus’ life and death were not ‘caused’, rather they were ‘given’.   
When his ‘hour’ had come, he laid down his own life, and would take it up again – meaning his death 
and resurrection.  God-given, for the life of the world he loved so much. 
 
So often we struggle to see things, and to understand them, whether things to do with life, or death 
too.  At best, I think, we see and understand things only in part, in bits and pieces, and never in their 
entirety. 
 
Are not so many things like that?   
 
And yet, nothing less than all the fullness of God’s grace, mercy, and generous providing – nothing less 
that the fullness of all that – is offered to us, in Christ.  Freely. 
 
Whether we – who can perceive and receive only in part – can see it, or not, is not the point.  
 
The point is that that part is more than enough. 

   Rev. Nancy Norman 


